“Grand China & The Yangtze”  Tour Itinerary
Trafalgar/Uniworld Grand River Cruises
May 2008

Tuesday May 6 (Day 1) Travel
Travel to Beijing
(Cross international dateline; arrival on May 7th)

Wednesday May 7 (Day 2) Arrive in Beijing
Greeted by Uniworld Beijing (Peking) (local phone 86 13911789673), who will transfer us to hotel.

Hotel: Great Wall Sheraton hotel (http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=175&EM=VTY_SI_beijing_175_overview)

Thursday May 8 (Day 3) Beijing
Begin touring
Beijing is home to many sights that make China a must-see destination, including your stops today: the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square and the Temple of Heaven. You’ll also be treated to a relaxing foot massage. In the evening, enjoy a historic Peking Opera performance. 
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Highlight Dinner)
Hotel: Great Wall Sheraton
Fri May 9 (Day 4) Beijing
You’ll walk along the Great Wall, which dates from the 3rd century BC and extends 4,000 miles—a not-to-be-missed experience. Afterwards, tour a cloisonné factory, visit the lavish and historic Ming Tombs, travel along the Spirit Path, and in the evening, savor a traditional Peking Duck feast. 

(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)

Hotel: Great Wall Sheraton

Sat May 10 (Day 5) Beijing
Start your day with a visit to a silk rug factory.  See the giant pandas at the Beijing Zoo. Join your tour guides for a visit to one of China’s best-preserved imperial gardens at the Summer Palace.  Take a rickshaw tour of the Hutongs in the old residential area of Beijing, followed by a boat tour of Shishihai Lake.  In the evening, enjoy dinner in the home of a local Hutong resident. 

(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Great Wall Sheraton

Sun May 11 (Day 6) Beijing, Xi’an
This morning, you’ll fly to the ancient city of Xi’an, where upon arrival, you’ll be greeted by a Royal Welcome Ceremony held just for you at the city gate. After the ceremony, transfer to the Sofitel Hotel.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Sofitel on Renmin Square Xian http://www.sofitel.com/sofitel/fichehotel/gb/sof/5949/fiche_hotel.shtml

Mon May 12 (Day 7) Xi’an
Visit the iconic life-sized Terracotta Warriors and Horses guarding the tomb of Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of China.  After a dumpling lunch, tour a jade factory. Admire the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, a well-preserved ancient building and a holy place for Buddhists.. During the evening, enjoy a Tang Dynasty dinner and cultural show.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Sofitel on Renmin Square
Tues May 13 (Day 8) Shanghai, Tongli, Suzhou
Fly to Shanghai, and then continue on to charming Tongli with its narrow streets, and elegant homes, teahouses and intriguing shops.  Next you’ll visit Suzhou, known for its famous and delicate gardens. Before going to your evening performance of music and dance, you’ll check in to the Shangri-La Hotel.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Shangri-La Suzhou http://www.shangri-la.com/en/property/suzhou/shangrila 

Wed May 14 (Day 9) Suzhou, Shanghai
You will tour the Humble Administrator Gardens, a splendid example of Suzhou’s famous gardens and also listed as a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site. Board a traditional boat and cruise the 1,000-year-old canals. Visit the Embroidery Institute before returning to bustling Shanghai where you will transfer to the Regal International Hotel.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Regal International East Asia Hotel http://www.summithotels.com/hotel.asp?id=59376 

Thurs May 15 (Day 10) Shanghai
Tour the Oriental Pearl TV Tower with its distinctive artistic spheres.  Enjoy the many splendors of Shanghai including Old Town, Yu Yuan Gardens, and an evening performance by the world-famous Shanghai Acrobats.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Regal International East Asia Hotel
Fri May 16 (Day 11) Shanghai, Tichang
Visit the Bund before your flight to Yichang, where you’ll board your luxurious Victoria Cruises ship.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Victoria Anna Cruise Ship http://www.victoriacruises.com/ 
Sat May 17 (Day 12) Cruising the Yangtze River
Visit the Three Gorges Dam. Admire the dramatic shoals and verdant cliffs of Xiling Gorge, the longest of the Three Gorges.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Victoria Cruise Ship
Sun May 18 (Day 13) Cruising the Yangtze River
Board a riverboat for a voyage down the Lesser Three Gorges, depending on water levels. After returning to the cruise ship, sail through Qutang Gorge and Wu Gorge.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) 
Hotel: Victoria Cruise Ship
Mon May 19 (Day 14) Cruising the Yangtze River
You’ll visit Shibaozai, the City of Ghosts. These are some of the Yangtze River’s most impressive sights.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Victoria Cruise Ship
Tues May 20 (Day 15) Cruising the Yangtze River, Chongqing, Dazu
Disembark the cruise in Chongqing, and travel to Dazu to enjoy the Dazu Rock Carvings from the Tang, Ming and Qing Dynasties. Marvel at the more than 50,000 Buddhist, Taoist and Confucian rock carvings.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Marriott Hotel Chongqing http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/ckgcn-jw-marriott-hotel-chongqing/ 
Wed May 21 (Day 16) Chongqing, Guilin
Tour Chongqing, known for its great Sichuan cuisine. Later in the day fly to Guilin.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Sheraton Guilin Hotel
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=483&EM=VTY_SI_guilin_483_overview 

Thurs May 22 (Day 17) Guilin, Yangzhou
Enjoy a half-day cruise down the Li River. Visit Yangshou, a leading economic and cultural center since the Tang Dynasty.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Sheraton Guilin Hotel
Fri May 23 (Day 18) Guilin, Hong Kong
Marvel at the distinctly-colored stalactites and stalagmites in the Reed Flute Cave. Visit a Chinese tea farm and fly to Hong Kong.
(Buffet Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)
Hotel: Sheraton Hong Kong Hotel & Towers
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=482&EM=VTY_SI_hongkong_482_overview 

Sat May 24 (Day 19) Hong Kong
Enjoy the best of the island on a half day tour – Victoria Peak, the Aberdeen Fishing Village and Stanley Market.
(Buffet Breakfast)
Hotel: Sheraton Hong Kong
Sunday May 25 (Day 20) Hong Kong
Say goodbye, as our tour officially ends.  Some guests transfer to the airport for your return flight home.
(Buffet Breakfast)
Last day of Trafalgar itinerary.

Begin extra day in Hong Kong.

Hotel: Sheraton Hong Kong
Monday May 26 (Day 21/Extra day) Hong Kong; Travel day
Check out of Sheraton Hotel.

Transfer to airport via Uniworld Beijing arrangements.

Travel home
Time Difference: China is 15 hours ahead of Pacific Standard Time.
Trafalgar Tours: 1-866-544-4434; www.trafalgartours.com 
Northwest Airlines, international: 1-800-447-4747

Northwest Airlines, domestic: 1-800-225-2525

Home phone numbers:

Mobile phone numbers:

Email:

Emergency family contacts:

Travel Insurance: 

Tipping:


Local guide: $1-3/person/day 

Local drivers: $1-2 /person/day

Tour manager/director:  $3-5/person/day

Cruise manager: $3/person/day

Ship crew: $8-10/person/day

Hotel porters: $1/person on check-in and check-out

Shore excursions: $0.50/person for local guide and boatmen

Baggage—Domestic flights within China

· Check-in limit of 44 pounds (20kg); secure with lock

· Carry-on, total weight limit lf 11 pounds (5kg); size limit 20x40x55cm

· New rule may require NO liquids or gels on carry-on when leaving from Beijing.
Baggage—Trafalgar limitations

· One suitcase per person, plus carry-on/personal item

· 50 pound (23kg) limit

· Size less than 30”x18”x10”

Baggage—Northwest Airlines limitations

· Carry-on cannot exceed 45 linear inches

· Also allowed is a personal item (purse, backpack) not exceeding 15”x11”x6”, and able to go under seat.

· Checked luggage limit of 50 pounds, and linear dimension of 62”; but NWA has exception for China travel; may be 70 pounds, and 2 suitcases.

Emergency:

· Beijing

Embassy of the United States of America

3, Xiu Shui Dong Jie

Jianguomenwai, Beijing 100600, China

Tel.: 86-10-65323831

Fax: 86-10-65323178

· Shanghai

Consulate General of the United States of America

1469, Huaihai Zhong Lu, Shanghai 200031, China

Tel.: 86-21-64336880

Fax: 86-21-64334122
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