September 2008 - Tauck “Classic Italy” tour
Saturday September 6th Travel day
Leave home; fly to Rome.

Sunday September 7th Travel day; Rome
Arrive in Rome.

Transportation from airport to Hilton Rome Airport:
Walking distance via moving walkway.

Check into hotel: Hilton Rome Airport; one night
Monday Sept 8th (Day 1) Rome, Sorrento
Check out of hotel.

Tauck Tour begins; Day 1; Tauck Tour reservation #xxxxxx.

Go to airport; join Tauck Tour group for departure at 10:00am.  Be at airport by 9:30am. Ask driver to drop you off at the INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS TOURIST COACH PARKING AREA. Once there, look for white Tauck motor coaches, with “TROTTA” outlined in red on each side.
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Travel through the fertile Campania countryside, around the Bay of Naples, and past Mount Vesuvius to the lively resort town of Sorrento; your hotel overlooks the sparkling Bay of Naples. A light buffet lunch awaits you at your hotel.  The afternoon is free to explore as you choose. Join us for a welcome cocktail reception and dinner.
10:00am
Departure by coach from Rome’s Fiumicino Airport for Sorrento.
2:00pm

Arrive at hotel; buffet lunch upon arrival

7:15pm

Welcome Reception at hotel

8:00pm

Welcome Dinner

Meals L,D

Hotel: Hilton Sorrento Palace

Tues Sept 9th (Day 2) Amalfi, Ravello, Sorrento
Rise early for an unhurried drive along the Amalfi Coast, one of the most spectacular drives in the world; visit the seaside villages of Amalfi and Ravello, where you’ll savor the panoramic views of the coast and sea. You will enjoy a family-style lunch at a local trattoria in Ravello. Return to Sorrento in the afternoon or early evening  to explore its charming piazzas and the historic Roman streets of the old town. Dinner on your own.
6:30am

Breakfast opens at hotel

7:45am

Departure from hotel for Amalfi Drive; lunch in Ravello

4:00

Arrive back at hotel.

Meals B,L
Hotel: Hilton Sorrento Palace

Wedn Sept 10th (Day 3) Pompeii, Rome
Travel to Pompeii this morning, frozen in time when it was completely buried by volcanic ash from the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 AD. Walk through the ruins of Pompeii with a local expert to discover the way life was in ancient Italy – visit the temple, the forum and a home adorned with frescoes. Lunch will be at a local restaurant.  Arrive late afternoon in Rome for the next three nights; your hotel is located on the fashionable Via Veneto, one of Rome’s most prestigious addresses. Enjoy dinner at the hotel’s dining room at your leisure.
6:30am

Breakfast opens in hotel

6:45am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters

7:45am

Departure from hotel for Pompeii
8:45am

Arrival at Pompeii for tour

11:30am
Luncheon at restaurant in Pompeii

4:15pm

Arrive at hotel in Rome

7:30pm

A la carte dinner begins at hotel (with reservations)
Meals B,L,D
Hotel: Westin Excelsior, Rome
Thurs Sept 11 (Day 4) Rome (Forum, Colosseum, Imperial Palace, Circus Maximus; San Pietro, Vincoli)
Today, enjoy an orientation tour with a local guide. Rome sightseeing includes views of the Roman Forum from above, and a visit to the Colosseum from above. See the ruins of the Imperial Palace and Circus Maximus, and travel to San Pietro in Vincoli for a look at Michelangelo’s statue of Moses. The remainder of the day is free. Dinner tonight is at a local restaurant in Rome – one of the many culinary pleasures Italy is known for.  
6:30am

Breakfast opens in hotel
9:00am

Departure for city sightseeing.  Group Photo will be taken this morning.

1:00pm

Return to hotel

6:15pm

Depart for dinner

Meals B,D
Hotel: Westin Excelsior, Rome

Fri Sept 12 (Day 5) Rome (Vatican City, Sistine Chapel, St Peter’s Basilica, St Peter’s Square)
Get an early morning start for a visit to Vatican City, both city and state, includes the Vatican Museums. Tour St. Peter’s Basilica and St. Peter’s Square, then you’re free to linger at the Vatican or return to your hotel; spend the afternoon as you please. In the evening, enjoy a private tour of Michelangelo’s masterpiece in the Sistine Chapel.  Dinner on your own.

6:30am

Breakfast opens in hotel

8:30

Depart for St. Peter’s Basilica

11:30

Return to hotel

6:15pm

Depart for Vatican Museums private tour

Meals B
Hotel: Westin Excelsior, Rome

Sat Sept 13 (Day 6) Orvieto, Torgiano
Arrive in Orvieto, high on a hill overlooking the vineyards below. Visit the Duomo, one of Italy’s greatest cathedrals; the façade is a visual treat, a blend of sculpture and mosaic splashed with a palette of colors and magnificent bronze doors. Following a traditional trattoria lunch near the Piazza del Duomo, continue through Umbria, a wine-producing region. Arrive in Torgiano, a small village in the Tiber Valley, where you will experience Italian country life for the next two nights. Your hotel is a former 17th-century patrician home featuring wooden beams, terra cotta floors, and a private winery – attend a wine tasting to sample the grapes, followed by dinner in the hotel’s fine dining room.
7:00am

Breakfast opens in hotel

7:15am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters
8:30am

Depart for Orvieto

10:30am
Arrive at Orvieto

12:45pm
Lunch

2:30pm

Departure from Orvieto

4:15pm

Arrive at Torgiano and hotel

5:50pm

Meet at front desk for short walk to wine tasting

6:00pm

Wine tasting at the Osteria

7:30pm

A la carte dinner begins at hotel (with reservations)

Meals B,L,D
Hotel: Hotel Le Tre Vaselle, Torgiano
Sun Sept 14 (Day 7) Assisi (St Francis Basilica)
Take a short drive to Assisi, a well-preserved medieval hillside town spread across the slopes of a mountain. Assisi was the home of St. Francis, who left a position of wealth and turned to a life of poverty, chastity and obedience, founding the order whose followers became known as Franciscans. Visit  St. Francis Basilica, built by the people, today houses some of Italy’s great 13th- and 14thcentury frescoes. Enjoy some free time in the center of town, and lunch on your own,  then return to Torgiano where you’ll discover the nuances of Italian cooking from an Umbrian chef who shares the secrets at a cooking demonstration.

7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

9:00am

Depart hotel for Assisi

9:30am

Arrive at Assisi

2:15pm

Depart Assisi

2:45pm

Arrive back at hotel

6:00pm

Cooking demonstration in hotel

7:30pm

A la carte dinner begins at hotel (with reservations)

Meals B,D
Hotel: Hotel Le Tre Vaselle, Torgiano
Mon Sept 15 (Day 8) San Gimignano, Piza, Viareggio
Your travels through the enchanting Tuscan Hills take you through golden landscapes dotted with olive and fig trees. Arrive in the hilltop town of San Gimignano, and enjoy some free time and lunch on your own. Drive by Pisa to see the famed Leaning Tower, then travel through lush Tuscan vistas to the seaside resort town of Viareggio, on the Tyrrhenian Sea. Dinner will be at your hotel.
7:00am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters
7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

8:15am

Depart for San Gimignano

11:15am

Arrive at San Gimignano

1:45pm

Meet at Porta San Gimignano

2:00pm

Depart from San Gimignano

4:15pm

Arrive at Viareggio

6:45pm

A la carte dinner begins at hotel (with reservations)

Meals B,D
Hotel: Grand Hotel Principe di Piemonte, Viareggio
Tues Sept 16 (Day 9) Cinque Terre, Florence
Cinque Terre was accessible only by sea for hundreds of years. Travel by train through the mountains to one of the villages, where you’ll experience daily life – from colorful fishing boats home from the sea, to the wine, olives, and citrus fruit produced locally. You’ll have time to explore, perhaps sampling the unique flavors of the local cuisine for lunch on your own. Aboard a private boat, cruise the shores of the “Italian Riviera” for unparalleled views of this dramatic coast. Journey to Florence for a three-night stay at one of Italy’s grand hotels. Dinner will be enjoyed in the hotel.
7:00am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters
7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

8:30am

Depart for La Spezia;



Final schedule to be determined by weather; will be announced as we approach La Spezia

3:00pm

Depart La Spezia for Florence

5:30pm

Arrive at Florence; say goodbye to our driver upon arrival

7:30pm

A la carte dinner begins at hotel (with reservations)

Meals B,D
Hotel: Grand Hotel, Florence
Wedn Sept 17 (Day 10) Florence (Galleria dell’Accademia)
Begin the day with an in-depth briefing given by a university professor who is an art history lecturer, followed by a walking tour of the Galleria dell’Accademia. One of the most popular museums in Europe, it is home to collections of paintings and sculptures by the great artists of the 14th and 15th centuries, including Michelangelo’s statue of David. Spend the remainder of the afternoon and evening as you please exploring the artistic city of Florence. Sample Florentine cuisine on your own for lunch and dinner.
7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

9:00am

Lecture presentation on the “Art and History of Florence” in the hotel

10:00am
Depart for Galleria dell’ Accademia, and orientation walk

Meals B
Hotel: Grand Hotel, Florence
Thurs Sept 18 (Day 11) Florence (Uffizi Gallery)
Join a local expert for a guided tour of the inspiring Uffizi Gallery. Originally built as a suite of offices before being used to display the Medici family’s art treasures in 1581, it is renowned as the oldest gallery in the world. The rest of the day is free to explore Florence as you please, with lunch and dinner on your own.
7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

9:00am

Depart for Uffizi Gallery

Meals B
Hotel: Grand Hotel, Florence
Fri Sept 19 (Day 12) Venice (St Mark’s Basilica, Doges’ Palace, gondola)
Travel by high-speed Eurostar rail this morning to Venice, built on 118 small islands and traversed by some 100 canals. Transfer by canal boat to your hotel, conveniently located near St. Mark’s Square; after a buffet lunch at your hotel, embark on a walking tour with a local guide. Visit St. Mark’s Basilica as well as the sumptuous Doges’ Palace, which was the official residence of the elected officials of the former Venetian Republic. Finish the day with the quintessential Venetian experience – a serenade aboard a gondola on the canals. Dinner this evening is on your own in Venice, renowned for its restaurants!

6:45am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters
6:45am

Breakfast opens at hotel

7:45am

Depart for train station

8:38am

Eurostar Train #9462 departs for Venice

11:17am

Eurostar arrives at train station in Venice; transfer by private boat to hotel;




Buffet lunch upon arrival to hotel

2:00pm

Depart from hotel for sightseeing

4:15pm

Return to hotel for check-in

5:00pm

Meet in front of hotel for walk to gondola pier for gondola ride

Meals B,L
Hotel: Westin Europa & Regina, Venice
Saturday Sept 20 (Day 13) Venice
The entire day is free to do as you please. You’ve got lots to choose from – perhaps people-watching from a café in St. Mark’s Square, visiting the museums, walking along the narrow streets and lanes, or taking a tour of the islands. Join us this evening for a farewell cocktail reception and dinner.

7:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel; available until 11:00

8:30-10:30
Tour Guide available at lobby desk to assist with your independent plans

7:30pm

Farewell Reception at hotel

8:00pm

Farewell Dinner at hotel

Meals B,D
Hotel: Westin Europa & Regina, Venice

Sunday Sept 21st (Day 14) Venice; start journey home
For those taking the 7:00am group transfer to airport:

6:00am

Have tagged luggage ready inside room for collection by porters
6:00am

Breakfast opens at hotel

7:00am

Depart for airport by private boat

Tauck Tour ends, 7:30am in Venice at Marco Polo Airport.
Monday Sept 22nd Travel day
Arrive home.

Tauck Tours:  www.tauck.com 

Time Zone: Rome is 9 hours ahead.
Hotels:
Hilton Rome Airport
Phone 39-066-525-6009
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ROMAPTW-Hilton-Rome-Airport-hotel/index.do 

Hilton Sorrento Palace

Phone 39-081-878-4141
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/RROHIHI-Hilton-Sorrento-Palace/index.do 

Westin Excelsior, Rome
Phone 39-06-47081
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=70 

Hotel Le Tre Vaselle, Torgiano

Phone 39-075-9880447
http://www.3vaselle.it/eng/index.html 

Grand Hotel Principe di Piemonte, Viareggio
Phone 39-058-44011
http://www.principedipiemonte.com/eng/default.php 

Grand Hotel, Florence
Phone 39-055-27161
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/luxury/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=45 

Westin Europa & Regina, Venice
Phone 39-041-2400001
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=75&EM=VTY_WI_europaregina_75_overview 

Overnight Accommodations (from Tauck website):
Night 1 & 2: Sorrento, Italy

Hilton Sorrento Palace

The magnificently modern Hilton Sorrento Palace is very close to the center of charming Sorrento, overlooking the town and the Bay of Naples beyond. The sleek, well-appointed guest rooms feature air-conditioning and open onto a balcony or terrace. The Hilton Sorrento Palace boasts what are thought to be the best leisure facilities in town, to include two swimming pools, one being an indoor pool, as well as a gym and a tennis court.

Night 3, 4 & 5: Rome, Italy

The Westin Excelsior, Rome

Located on the most fashionable street in the Eternal City, Via Veneto, between the famous Piazza Barberini and Villa Borghese and close to many of Rome’s must-see sights, The Westin Excelsior Rome is a monument to the very best of turn-of-the-century style and grace. Furnished with Renaissance, Imperial and Biedermeir reproductions, each sumptuous guest room features Westin’s signature Heavenly Beds® and lovely decorative touches. The new fitness center is state-of-the-art and features an indoor swimming pool. The readers of Condé Nast Traveler and Travel + Leisure agree that the Westin Excelsior Rome is among the 500 best hotels in the world. 
Night 6 & 7: Torgiano, Italy

Hotel Le Tre Vaselle

Set like a jewel in the lush Umbrian landscape just outside the ancient village of Torgiano, the converted 17th-century manor that has become Hotel Le Tre Vaselle pours forth a warm welcome. Many consider the “Le Melograne” restaurant, which offers creative cuisine that faithfully interprets the traditional and seasonal fare of the region, to be the centerpiece of this lovely, classic hotel. The leisure facilities include an outdoor swimming pool, an indoor counter-current swimming pool and a small fitness center. The spacious, comfortable guest rooms enhance the aura of peace and tranquility that permeates Hotel Tre Vaselle.
Night 8: Viareggio, Italy

Grand Hotel Principe di Piemonte

Set beside the sea in Viareggio, Grand Hotel Principe di Piemonte is an intriguing blend of different styles, which come together to create a delightful ambience. Guest room décor ranges from international, art deco, colonial and empire to modern, with each floor reflecting a different period influence. A beautiful, heated sunken swimming pool, with Hydro and waterfall massage graces the top floor of the hotel and joins the Restaurant Bar in offering stunning views of the Apuane Mountains and the sea. Dining venues include Il Piccolo Principe. 

Night 9, 10 & 11: Florence, Italy

Grand Hotel, Florence

This 18th-century palace turned grand hotel, which sits facing a Renaissance square overlooking the Arno River in the midst of Florence close to many of the museums for which Florence is famous, is a landmark of history and tradition. Known for its fabulous stained-glass ceilings, frescoes, exquisite marble inlays and antique décor, the Grand Hotel, Florence, richly deserves the term “masterpiece.” Spacious guestrooms, which celebrate Florence’s glorious past, are equipped with every modern comfort and amenity. The recently opened Restaurant InCanto offers the opportunity to dine al fresco in good weather in the midst of one of the city’s most beautiful squares with views of the Ponte Vecchio, the Belevedere and the Chiesa del Cestello. A member of The Luxury Collection, the Grand Hotel, Florence, is considered one of the “Top 75 Hotels in Europe” by Condé Nast Traveler and has appeared on the publication’s prestigious Gold Lists in 2005 and 2006.
Night 12 & 13: Venice, Italy
The Westin Europa & Regina

Truly a Venetian landmark, the five beautiful baroque palaces that now comprise The Westin Europa & Regina sit regally overlooking the Grand Canal close to St. Mark’s Square. While the building may date from a time long ago, today’s guests enjoy plush accommodations with every modern convenience, to include Westin’s signature Heavenly Bed®. Sip a cocktail as you watch life on the Grand Canal unfold before you at Bar Tiepolo or dine in style at La Cusina overlooking the most famous waterway in Venice. The readers of Travel + Leisure have named the Westin Europa & Regina one of the 500 best hotels in the world. 
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